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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of preparing an intermediate of salmeterol (Com-
pound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-
yDethanol) includes: reacting compound 2 with 2-methoxy-
propene in a first organic solvent to produce a reaction
solution including compound 3, compound 2 including a
2-bromo precursor of Compound 1; reacting compound 3
with a nitrogen source to produce compound 4; reacting
compound 4 with sodium borohydride in a second organic
solvent to produce compound 5; and debenzylating com-
pound 5 by ammonium formate/palladium-carbon catalytic
transfer hydrogenation in a third organic solvent to produce
Compound 1. A method of preparing salmeterol includes
preparing Compound 1, and reacting Compound 1 to pre-
pare salmeterol.
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US 9,447,067 B2

1

METHOD OF PREPARING INTERMEDIATE
OF SALMETEROL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
related U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/059,791,
filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on Oct. 3,
2014, the entire content of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description is related to a process for the
preparation of a reaction intermediate of salmeterol, e.g.,
Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodi-
oxin-6-yl)ethanol.

2. Background

Salmeterol is a long-acting [3,-adrenergic receptor agonist
drug that is prescribed for the treatment of asthma and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). It is avail-
able as a dry powder inhaler that releases a powdered form
of the drug.
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However, this synthesis route leads to the generation of
impurities D and G, the structure of each of which is
illustrated below. These two impurities are difficult to
remove, and therefore, the quality of the salmeterol product
is affected by these impurities.
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The structure of salmeterol is illustrated as follows:

Salmeterol

Salmeterol may be synthesized by reacting an intermedi-
ate a with an intermediate b. The intermediate a, interme-
diate b, and the synthesis route for the forgoing synthesis
may be generally illustrated as follows:
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Salmeterol may also be synthesized by reacting interme-
diate Compound 1, e.g., 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-
benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol with the long chain intermediate b
or other similar compounds, while intermediate Compound
1 is protected utilizing the hydroxyl group. This process may
reduce the production of impurities D and G.

The structure of Compound 1, e.g., 2-amino-1-(2,2-dim-
ethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol, is illustrated below:

compound 1
OH

NH,
0
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Compound 1, 2-Amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H1,3-benzodi-
oxin-6-yl)ethanol, may be synthesized utilizing dibenzylam-
ine, sodium azide, and/or phenylglycinol as a nitrogen
source (or aminating agent) and utilizing hydrogen as a
source of hydrogenation for debenzylation and/or reduction.
For example, Compound 1 may be synthesized as follows:

Compound 1 may be prepared utilizing dibenzylamine as
the nitrogen source, followed by debenzylation by hydro-
genation; utilizing sodium azide as the nitrogen source,
followed by reduction by hydrogenation; utilizing
nitromethane as the nitrogen source, followed by reduction
by sodium borohydride; or utilizing phenylglycinol as the
nitrogen source, followed by debenzylation by hydrogena-
tion, etc. Such processes, however, are dangerous and dif-
ficult to industrialize.

Compound 1 may also be obtained through a five-step
chemical reaction in which p-hydroxybenzaldehyde is uti-
lized as the starting material and nitromethane is utilized as
the nitrogen source. However, the stepwise percent yield for
the reaction with nitromethane is only 62% (percent
yield=actual yield+theoretical yieldx100) due to the weak
nucleophilicity of nitromethane, which severely lowers the
yield of the whole reaction.

SUMMARY

Aspects of embodiments of the present disclosure gener-
ally relate to a process for the preparation of an intermediate
(e.g., Compound 1) of salmeterol. By utilizing embodiments
of'the process of preparing the intermediate, salmeterol may
be obtained without impurities D and G. The novel process
provides improved yield (e.g., a percent yield of salmeterol
of about 45% or more, such as a percent yield of 45% to
100%, where percent yield=actual yield+theoretical yieldx
100) and a highly purified product (e.g., a purity of salme-
terol of 98% or more, such as a purity of 98% to 100%,
where the % of salmeterol is calculated from the peak area
of the salmeterol measured by high performance liquid
chromatography), and is facile, efficient, economic and easy
to industrialize.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, a
method of preparing an intermediate of salmeterol (e.g.,
Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodi-
oxin-6-yl)ethanol) includes: reacting compound 2 with
2-methoxypropene in a first organic solvent to produce a
reaction solution including compound 3, compound 2
including a 2-bromo precursor of Compound 1; reacting
compound 3 with a nitrogen source in the reaction solution
to produce compound 4; reacting compound 4 with sodium
borohydride in a second organic solvent to produce com-
pound 5; and debenzylating compound 5 by ammonium
formate/palladium-carbon catalytic transfer hydrogenation
in a third organic solvent to produce Compound 1.

The first organic solvent may include tetrahydrofuran,
dichloromethane, acetic ether, methyl tert-butyl ether, chlo-
roform, methyl acetate, or a mixture thereof. The first
organic solvent may include tetrahydrofuran.

The reacting of compound 2 with 2-methoxypropene may
be conducted in the presence of a catalyst. The catalyst may
include p-Toluenesulfonic acid.

The nitrogen source may include c.-phenylethylamine.

The reacting of compound 3 with the nitrogen source may
be conducted in the presence of a catalyst. The catalyst may
include N,N-Diisopropylethylamine.

A weight ratio of a-phenylethylamine to compound 2 may
be about 0.5:1 to 1.5:1. The weight ratio of a.-phenylethyl-
amine to compound 2 may be about 0.8:1.
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The reacting of compound 3 with the nitrogen source may
be conducted at a temperature from about 0° C. to about 50°
C. The temperature may be from about 10° C. to about 20°
C.

A weight ratio of ammonium formate to compound 5 may
be about 0.5:1 to about 5:1. The weight ratio may be about
1.5:1.

A weight ratio of palladium-carbon to compound 5 may
be about 0.1:1 to about 0.5:1. The weight ratio may be about
0.2:1.

The third organic solvent may include methanol, ethanol,
tetrahydrofuran, isopropanol, or a mixture thereof. The third
organic solvent may include a mixture of methanol and
tetrahydrofuran.

A volume ratio of methanol to tetrahydrofuran may be
about 0.5:1 to about 1.5:1. The volume ratio of methanol to
tetrahydrofuran may be about 1:1.

A method of preparing salmeterol includes preparing
Compound 1; and reacting Compound 1 to prepare salme-
terol.

In some embodiments, compound 2 includes Compound
2, 2-bromo-1-[4-hydroxy-3-(hydroxymethyl)phenyl]ethan-
1-one.

In some embodiments, compound 3 includes Compound
3, 2-bromo-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)etha-
none.

In some embodiments, compound 4 includes Compound
4, 1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[methyl-1-
phenylethylamino]ethanone.

In some embodiments, compound 5 comprises Compound
5, 1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-y1)-2-[methyl-1-
phenylethylamino]ethanol.

The method according to one or more embodiments of the
present disclosure has the following enhanced features:

Compared with other existing technologies, the method
according to one or more embodiments of the present
disclosure utilizes a-phenylethylamine as the nitrogen
source to prepare Compound 1, which is less expensive than
dibenzylamine, the raw material generally utilized by other
technologies.

Compared with the existing methods of hydrogenation for
debenzylation, the method according to one or more
embodiments of the present disclosure utilizes ammonium
formate/palladium-carbon for catalytic transfer hydrogena-
tion for debenzylation, which is safer, more controllable,
environmentally friendly and easier to industrialize.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is provided only for
purposes of illustration of embodiments of the present
disclosure and not for purposes of limiting the scope of the
present invention. Alternate embodiments will be readily
apparent to those of skill in the art and are intended to be
included within the scope of the present invention.

Compound 1 is utilized as an intermediate product (e.g.,
a reaction intermediate) in embodiments of a process of
preparing salmeterol. Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-dim-
ethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol, may include may
include 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)
ethanol in its substituted or unsubstituted form. For example,
the 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)
ethanol of Compound 1 may be substituted with any suitable
functional group (e.g., a protecting group, such as a
hydroxyl group, or another labile group) generally available
in the art. The substituents of the substituted form of
2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol
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should be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art, and
therefore, will not be described further here. Compound 1,
in its unsubstituted form, is illustrated as follows:

compound 1
OH

NH,

.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, a
method of preparing an intermediate of salmeterol (e.g.,
Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodi-
oxin-6-yl)ethanol) includes: reacting compound 2 (e.g., a
2-bromo precursor of Compound 1, such as Compound 2,
2-bromo-1-[4-hydroxy-3-(hydroxymethyl)phenyl]ethan-1-
one) with 2-methoxypropene in a first organic solvent in the
presence of catalyst p-toluenesulfonic acid to produce a
reaction solution including compound 3 (e.g., Compound 3,
2-bromo-1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)etha-
none); reacting compound 3 with a nitrogen source (e.g.,
a-phenylethylamine) in the above reaction solution (e.g., in
the presence of catalyst N,N-Diisopropylethylamine) to pro-
duce compound 4 (e.g., Compound 4, 1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-
1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[methyl-1-phenylethylamino]etha-
none); reacting compound 4 with sodium borohydride in an
organic solvent to produce compound 5 (e.g., Compound 5,
1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[methyl-1-
phenylethylamino]ethanol); and debenzylating compound 5
by ammonium formate/palladium-carbon catalytic transfer
hydrogenation in a third organic solvent to produce Com-
pound 1. The catalyst palladium-carbon may be a 10 weight
% palladium loading on activated carbon support, e.g., 10
weight % Pd/C, based on the total weight of the palladium
and the activated carbon support. A synthesis route accord-
ing to the current embodiment is shown in Reaction Scheme
1:

Reaction Scheme 1: a synthesis route of an embodiment of preparing
intermediate Compound 1 of salmeterol
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In Reaction Scheme 1, compound 2 (a 2-bromo precursor
of Compound 1) is reacted with 2-methoxypropene in an
organic solvent to obtain compound 3. The organic solvent
may include tetrahydrofuran, dichloromethane, acetic ether,
methyl tert-butyl ether, chloroform, methyl acetate, or a
mixture thereof. For example, the organic solvent may
include tetrahydrofuran. Here, a catalyst may also be utilized
for faster reaction rate. For example, p-Toluenesulfonic acid
may be utilized as the catalyst.

compound 1

Compound 3 is then reacted with a-phenylethylamine to
produce compound 4. A weight ratio of a.-phenylethylamine
to compound 2 may be about 0.5:1 to about 1.5:1 (e.g., about
0.8:1). Here, a catalyst may also be utilized for faster
reaction rate. For example, N,N-Diisopropylethylamine may
be utilized as the catalyst. The reaction may be conducted at
a temperature of 0 to 20° C.

Compound 4 is reduced by sodium borohydride to obtain
compound 5. This reaction may be carried out in an organic
solvent. For example, methanol may be utilized as the
organic solvent.

Finally, compound 5 is converted to Compound 1 through
catalytic transfer hydrogenation to debenzylation in an
organic solvent. The organic solvent may include tetrahy-
drofuran, methanol, ethanol, isopropanol, or a mixture
thereof. For example, the organic solvent may include a
blend (mixture) of methanol and tetrahydrofuran.

EXAMPLES

The following examples provide further details of certain
embodiments of the current disclosure. The examples are
provided to illustrate embodiments of the present disclosure,
but the present invention is not limited thereto. Certain
features of Reaction Scheme 1 are embodied in the follow-
ing examples:
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Example 1

Preparation of Compound 3

0.5 kg of compound 2 (solution 1) and 2.5 g p-Toluene-
sulfonic acid (solution 2) were added into 4 L of THF
(tetrahydrofuran) at a temperature of =10 to 10° C. to form
a reaction solution. 0.36 kg of 2-methoxypropene solution
was then added dropwise into the reaction solution. The
reaction solution was set for 1 hour to complete the reaction
to obtain the compound 3 solution.

Example 2
Preparation of Compound 4

0.43 kg of N,N-Diisopropylethylamine was added into the
compound 3 solution to form a reaction solution. The
reaction solution was stirred for uniformity at 0-20° C. under
N, protection (an N, atmosphere). 0.4 kg of a-phenylethyl-
amine was added to the reaction solution. The reaction
solution was stirred for another 3 hours and then, after the
3 hours of stirring, filtered to separate away the solids. The
mother liquor was collected by evaporating the THF solvent
at 35-40° C. and 0.5 kg of yellow oily compound 4 was
finally obtained.

Example 3
Preparation of Compound 5

0.5 kg of compound 4 was added into 2 L of methanol and
stirred until it was dissolved at a temperature of 5-10° C. to
form a reaction solution. 0.2 kg of sodium borohydride was
slowly added to the reaction solution under N, protection (an
N, atmosphere). The reaction solution was then substantially
continuously stirred for another 2 hours, followed by extrac-
tive filtration. The filter cake was washed with 0.3 L of
methanol; washed again with 1.2 L of water; and vacuum
dried at 50° C. 0.3 kg of a whitish solid of compound 5 was
finally obtained.

Example 4
Preparation of Compound 1

0.3 kg of compound 5, 0.45 kg of ammonium formate and
0.18 kg of 10 weight % Pd/C (based on the total weight of
the palladium and the activated carbon support) having a 67
weight % water content (based on the total weight of the
palladium, the activated carbon support, and water) were
added into an organic solvent blend (mixture) of 2 L. of
methanol and 2 L of THF to form a reaction solution. The
reaction solution was then refluxed for another 10 hours, and
subsequently cooled down to 50° C. Pd/C was then removed
through filtration. The reaction solution was then subjected
to extractive filtration. The filter cake was washed with 0.3
L of methanol and vacuum dried at 50° C. 0.2 kg of a whitish
solid of Compound 1 was finally obtained.

Compound 1 may then be utilized to obtain salmeterol
according to any suitable method in the art. For example,
Compound 1 may be reacted with the long chain interme-
diate b or other similar compounds to obtain salmeterol.

Compared with other methods of preparing the same
types of reaction intermediates, Compound 1 has the desired
features of significantly reducing the impurities D and G to
improve the quality of the final product. The process for
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obtaining Compound 1 according to one or more embodi-
ments of the present disclosure improves the safety of
production and increases the yield. For example, impurity D
may be reduced to 0.03% or less, impurity G may be reduced
to 0.02% or less, and the purity of salmeterol may be
increased to 99.96%, where the % of the impurities is
calculated from the respective peak areas of the impurities,
and the % of the salmeterol is calculated from the peak area
of the salmeterol, as measured by high performance liquid
chromatography. Throughout the present disclosure, refer-
ences to “%” of a compound indicate a peak area (area %)
of the compound relative to the total peak area as measured
by high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) for a
sample including the compound, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. For example, a sample including at least
98% or more of salmeterol may provide a peak area of at
least 98% relative to the total peak area of the sample
including the salmeterol, as measured by HPLC. In some
embodiments, the percent yield of salmeterol from Com-
pound 1 is about 20% (percent yield=actual
yield+theoretical yieldx100). Further, by utilizing a-pheny-
lethylamine as the nitrogen source, ammonium formate/
palladium-carbon is utilized for catalytic transfer hydroge-
nation for debenzylation. The method according to one or
more embodiments of the present disclosure is simple,
environmentally friendly and easy to industrialize.

While the present invention has been described in con-
nection with certain embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments,
but, on the contrary, is intended to cover various modifica-
tions and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims, and equivalents thereof.
Throughout the text and claims, the terms “about” and
“substantially” are used as terms of approximation, not
terms of degree, and reflect the inherent variation associated
with measurement, significant figures, and interchangeabil-
ity, all as understood by a person having ordinary skill in the
relevant art. Also, it is to be understood that throughout this
disclosure and the accompanying claims, even values that
are not preceded by the term “about” are also implicitly
modified by that term, unless otherwise specified.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of preparing Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-
dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol, the method
comprising:

reacting Compound 2, 2-bromo-1-[4-hydroxy-3-(hy-

droxymethyl) phenyl]ethan-1-one, with 2-methoxypro-
pene in a first organic solvent to produce a reaction
solution comprising Compound 3, 2-bromo-1-(2,2-di-
methyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanone;

reacting Compound 3 with a nitrogen source in the

reaction solution to produce Compound 4, 1-(2,2-dim-
ethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[ methyl-1-phenyl-
ethylamino] ethanone;

reacting Compound 4 with sodium borohydride in a

second organic solvent to produce Compound 5, 1-(2,
2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-y1)-2-[methyl-1-
phenylethylamino]ethanol; and

debenzylating Compound 5 by ammonium formate/pal-

ladium-carbon catalytic transfer hydrogenation in a
third organic solvent to produce Compound 1.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first organic solvent
comprises tetrahydrofuran, dichloromethane, acetic ether,
methyl tert-butyl ether, chloroform, methyl acetate, or a
mixture thereof.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first organic solvent
comprises tetrahydrofuran.
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the reacting of Com-
pound 2 with 2-methoxypropene is conducted in the pres-
ence of a catalyst.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the catalyst comprises
p-Toluenesulfonic acid.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the nitrogen source
comprises c-phenylethylamine.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the reacting of Com-
pound 3 with the nitrogen source is conducted in the
presence of a catalyst.

8. A method of preparing Compound 1, 2-amino-1-(2,2-
dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanol, the method
comprising:

reacting Compound 2, 2-bromo-1-[4-hydroxy-3-(hy-

droxymethyl) phenyl]ethan-1-one, with 2-methoxypro-
pene in a first organic solvent to produce a reaction
solution comprising Compound 3, 2-bromo-1-(2,2-di-
methyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanone;

reacting Compound 3 with a nitrogen source in the

reaction solution to produce Compound 4, 1-(2,2-dim-
ethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-y1)-21[methyl-1-phenyl-
ethylamino]ethanone;

reacting Compound 4 with sodium borohydride in a

second organic solvent to produce Compound 5, 1-(2,
2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[methyl-1-
phenylethylamino]ethanol; and

debenzylating Compound 5 by ammonium formate/pal-

ladium-carbon catalytic transfer hydrogenation in a
third organic solvent to produce Compound 1;
wherein the reacting of Compound 3 with the nitrogen
source is conducted in the presence of a catalyst, and
wherein the catalyst comprises N,N-Diisopropylethylam-
ine.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein a weight ratio of
a-phenylethylamine to Compound 2 is 0.5:1 to 1.5:1.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the weight ratio of
a-phenylethylamine to Compound 2 is 0.8:1.

11. The method of claim 6, wherein the reacting of
Compound 3 with the nitrogen source is conducted at a
temperature from 0° C. to 50° C.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the temperature is
from 10° C. to 20° C.
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13. The method of claim 1, wherein a weight ratio of
ammonium formate to Compound 5 is 0.5:1 to 5:1.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the weight ratio is
1.5:1.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein a weight ratio of
palladium-carbon to Compound 5 is 0.1:1 to 0.5:1.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the weight ratio is
0.2:1.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the third organic
solvent comprises methanol, ethanol, tetrahydrofuran, iso-
propanol, or a mixture thereof.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the third organic
solvent comprises a mixture of methanol and tetrahydro-
furan.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein a volume ratio of
methanol to tetrahydrofuran is 0.5:1 to 1.5:1.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the volume ratio of
methanol to tetrahydrofuran is 1:1.

21. A method of preparing salmeterol, the method com-
prising:

reacting Compound 2, 2-bromo-1-[4-hydroxy-3-(hy-

droxymethyl) phenyl]ethan-1-one, with 2-methoxypro-
pene in a first organic solvent to produce a reaction
solution comprising Compound 3, 2-bromo-1-(2,2-di-
methyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)ethanone;

reacting Compound 3 with a nitrogen source in the

reaction solution to produce Compound 4, 1-(2,2-dim-
ethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl)-2-[ methyl-1-phenyl-
ethylamino]ethanone;

reacting Compound 4 with sodium borohydride in a

second organic solvent to produce Compound 5, 1-(2,
2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-y1)-2-[methyl-1phe-
nylethylamino]ethanol;

debenzylating Compound 5 by ammonium formate/pal-

ladium-carbon catalytic transfer hydrogenation in a
third organic solvent to produce Compound 1,2-amino-
1-(2,2-dimethyl-4H-1,3-benzodioxin-6-yl) ethanol;
and

reacting Compound 1 to prepare salmeterol.
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